
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 230, 234, and 237 as follows. Note that all claims currently 
pending in this application are being reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 



230. (Currently Amended) ) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
a connection unit, arranged for connecting a detachable external device to said 

information processing apparatus; 

a recognition unit, arranged for recognizing connection of the external device to 
said information processing apparatus; 

a discrimination unit, arranged for discriminating a device type of the external 
device connected by said connection unit on the basis of data stored in the connected external 
device; and 

a loading unit, arranged for, in response to said recognition unit recognizing 
connection of the external device, selecting a device driver program provided in the external 
device, for controlling the connected extemal device in the external device or a device driver 
program existing in a memorv area provided in said information processing apparatus, for 
controlling the connected extemal device in a memory area provid e d in said informa t ion 
processing apparatus , on the basis of the device type discriminated by said discrimination unit, 
and loading the selected device driver program. 

23 1 . (Original) An apparatus according to claim 230, further comprising a 
control unit arranged for controlling the connected extemal device based on the device driver 
program loaded by said loading unit. 
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232, (Original) An apparatus accoraing to claim 230, further comprising a 
reading unit arranged for reading data indicating tlJd device type of the connected external device 
from the external device, wherein said discrimin^ion unit discriminates the device type on the 
basis of the data read by said reading unit. 

233. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 230, wherein said information 
processing apparatus is an electronic camara. 



234. (Currently Amended) A method of loading a device driver program for 
controlling an external device detachgfbly connected to an information processing apparatus, said 
method comprising: 

a recognizing step 6f recognizing connection of the external device to the 
information processing apparatu|s; 

a discriminating step of discriminating a device type of the connected external 
device on the basis of data stlored in the connected external device; and 

a loading stfep of, in response to said recognizing step recognizing connection of 
the external device, selecting the device driver program provided in the external device or the 
device driver program jfexisting in a memory area provided in the information processing 
apparatus, on the basjp of the discriminated device type, and loading the selected device driver 
program. 
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235. (Original)A method accoraing to claim 234, further comprising a 
controlling step of controlling the connected ej^emal device based on the device driver program 
loaded in said loading step. 



236. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 234, further comprising a 
reading step of reading data indicating thk device type of the connected external device from the 
external device, wherein said discriminating step discriminates the device type on the basis of the 
data read in said reading step. 



237. (Currently Ayiended) A computer program for instructing an information 
processing apparatus to perform: 

a recognizing step/of recognizing connection of an external device to the 
information processing apparatus; 

a discriminating step of discriminating a device type of the connected external 
device on the basis of data stored in the connected external device; and 

a loading stJp of, in response to said recognizing step recognizing connection of 
the external device, selecmng a device driver program provided in the external device or the 
device driver program existing in a memory area provided in the information processing 
apparatus, on the basis jof the discriminated device type, and loading the selected device driver 
program. 



238. 



(Previously Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
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a discrimination unit, arranged fon discriminating whether an external device is a 
first type of device in which a memory is provided for storing a device driver program for 
controlling the external device or a second tyye of device in which the memory is not provided; 
and 

a loading unit, arranged for selecting the device driver program for controlling the 
external device in the memory provided im the external device or the device driver program in a 
memory provided in said information processing apparatus, on the basis of the device type 
discriminated by said discrimination umt, and loading the device driver program in the memory 
provided in the external device if the (jevice driver program in the memory provided in the 
external device is selected. 

239. (Original) Nn apparatus according to claim 238, further comprising a 
recognition unit arranged for recognizing connection of the external device to said information 
processing apparatus, wherein sjaid discrimination unit discriminates the device type in response 
to said recognition unit recogmzing the connection of the external device. 

240. (Origfinal) An apparatus according to claim 238, wherein said 
discrimination unit discriniinates the device type based on data stored in the external device. 



24 1 . (Cfriginal) An apparatus according to claim 238, wherein said loading unit 
loads the device driver Program for controlling the external device from a memory provided in 
said information processing apparatus if said discrimination unit discriminates that the extemal 
device is the second ty )e of device. 
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242. (Original) An apparatus ac/ording to claim 238, wherein said information 
processing apparatus is an electronic camera. 

243. (Original) An infon^iation processing apparatus comprising a processor 
unit, arranged for performing: 

a discriminating step ofttiiscriminating whether an external device is a first type of 
device in which a memory is providen for storing a device driver program for controlling the 
extemal device or a second type of flevice in which the memory is not provided; and 

a loading step of loading the device driver program for controlling the extemal 
device from the memory provided in the extemal device if said discriminating step discriminates 
that the extemal device is the first type of device. 



244. (Prewously Amended) A method of loading a device driver program for 
controlling an extemal device, comprising: 

a discrimmating step of discriminating whether the extemal device is a first type 
of device in which a nipmory is provided for storing the device driver program or a second type 
of device in which the memory is not provided; and 

a loading step of selecting the device driver program in the memory provided in 
the extemal device/or the device driver program in a memory provided in the information 
processing apparatus, on the basis of the device type discriminated in said discriminating step, 
and loading the d< vice driver program in the memory provided in the extemal device if the 
device driver pro{ ram in the memory provided in the extemal device is selected. 



245. (Original) A method according to claim 244, further comprising a 
recognizing step of recognizing connection of th^extemal device to an information processing 
apparatus, wherein said discriminating step disoriminates the device type in response to said 
recognizing step recognizing the connection ai the external device. 

246. (Original) A methofl according to claim 244, further comprising a reading 
step of reading data stored in the extemii device, wherein said discriminating step discriminates 
the device type based on the read dataf 

247. (Original) Mm&\hod according to claim 244, wherein said loading step 
loads the device driver program lor controlling the external device from a memory provided in an 
information processing apparatus if said discriminating step discriminates that the external 
device is the second type of device. 

248. (Previously Amended) A computer program for instructing an information 
processing apparatus to perform: 

a discrimmating step of discriminating whether an external device is a first type of 
device in which a menipry is provided for storing a device driver program for controlling the 
external device or a second type of device in which the memory is not provided; and 

a loading step of selecting the device driver program in the memory provided in 
the external device m the device driver program in a memory provided in the information 
processing apparatus, on the basis of the device type discriminated in said discriminating step, 



V 
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and loading the device driver program in the 
device driver program in the memory provide 



femory provided in the external device if the 
in the external device is selected. 



249. (Original) A program according to claim 248, wherein said program 
further instructs the information processing apparatus to perform a recognizing step of 
recognizing connection of the external/device to the information processing apparatus, wherein 
said discriminating step discriminates the device type in response to said recognizing step 
recognizing the connection of the e|xtemal device. 

250. (Original/ A program according to claim 248, wherein said program 
further instructs the informatidn processing apparatus to perform a reading step of reading data 
stored in the external device/wherein said discriminating step discriminates the device type 
based on the read data. / 

25 1 . (Original) A program according to claim 248, wherein said loading step 
comprises loading the device driver program for controlling the external device from a memory 
provided in the information processing apparatus if said discriminating step discriminates that the 
external device is the/second type of device. 

252 J (Previously Amended) A device detachably connected to an information 
processing apparams, said device comprising: 

a r lemory unit, arranged for storing information which indicates a device type of 
said device and s oring a device driver program for controlling said device, wherein the 




information processing apparatus discriminates the d&vico type of said device on the basis of the 
information stored in said memory unit, selects the aevice driver program stored in said memory 
unit or a device driver program for controlling saia device stored in the information processing 
apparatus, and loads the device driver program worn said device into the information processing 
apparatus if the driver program stored in said memory unit is selected. 

253. (Original) A device a(ccording to claim 252, wherein the information 
processing apparatus discriminates whether said device is a first type of device in which a 
memory is provided for storing the devioe driver program or a second type of device in which the 
memory is not provided on the basis outhe information stored in said memory unit. 

254. (Previously Mded) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
a discrimination unK, arranged for discriminating a device type of an external 

device on the basis of data stored/in the external device; and 

a loading unit, arranged for selecting a device driver program for controlling the 
external device in the external nevice or a device driver program for controlling the external 
device in a memory area prodded in said information processing apparatus, on the basis of the 
device type discriminated by said discrimination unit, and loading the selected device driver 
program. / 

255. (Previously Added) A method of loading a device program for controlling 
an external device, said method comprising: 
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a discriminating step of discrimin^ing a device type of the external device on the 
basis of data stored in the external device; and 

a loading step of selecting the device driver program in the external device or the 
device driver program in a memory area provided in the information processing apparatus, on the 
basis of the device type discriminated in ^id discriminating step, and loading the selected device 
driver program. 



256. (Previously Agded) A computer program for instructing an information 
processing apparatus to perform: 

a discriminating stdj) of discriminating a device type of an external device on the 
basis of data stored in the extemal device; and 

a loading step oi selecting the device driver program in the extemal device or the 
device driver program in a mitmory area provided in the information processing apparatus, on the 
basis of the device type discriminated in said discriminating step, and loading the selected device 
driver program. 
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